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A (ad Relation 


OF A % 


DREADFUL 
FIRE 


Cottenham , Four mules diſtant 
from Cambridge. 


It begun upon Sati#eay the 29th; SF 29%; 1676, and in 
the ſpace: of five hours, conſumed above a hundred 
dwelling Houſes, beſides, Barns, Stables, Our-houſes, 
Stacks of Corn, Hay, Faggots , Turffs, 8c. To the. 
Value of many thouſands of pounds, 


With an account of a Genticman's Servant that was Burn'd 
in a milcrable manner , by yen:uring to ſave ſome 


Houſe-hold-ſtuft, &c. 
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Kitten by an Eye-wftneſs, and publiſhed fo2 general ſatis? 
faction, 
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With Allowance ; By Ro. L'Cſtrange, May ;. 1676, 
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Afad Relation of a Dreadful Fire 


ar Cottenham, Four Miles diftant from Cambridge, 


blar I may nor trouble che /Reader with 

a prefatory introduRion to {o ſad and de- 

plorable an accident, here is a place of 

conſiderable note in rhe County of Cam- 

bridge, four miles diſtant from that famous Univer- 

fity of Cambridge, called Cottenbam ; it lyes in the 

Rode to Ely, and though ir be not a Market-Town, 

and ſo properly called a Village, yer for the number 

and compacneſs,of the houſes, the wealth of the in- 

habirants, and confiderableneſs of their rraffique , ir 

equals many eminent Towns in Englend, and is a ſub- 

je& thar gives too remarkable an occaſion for the 
preſent Relation, 

Ie confiſts chiefly in one fair Street that is above a 
mile in length, formerly called Fexning-Street, bur of 
late years Vulgarly termed, and better known by che 
name of Cherch-ftreet : maſt of the Inhabitats are 

A2 Yeomen, 
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Yeomen, and ſubſtantial Farmers, ſo that their Barng * - 


and baMiides wete full of Corn, Straw; hay, Stacks 
of Faggots, Turft, and ſuch like combuſtible marcer, 
which with the drought of the feaſon, and' their fear - 
city of water, could nor bur give great advaftage to 
thatgreat deftroycr whichwithih"rhe ſpace of five 
honrs, coaſume4 above a hundred houles , beſides a 
great number of Barns, Stgbles,and other our-houles, 
ro 2-valuegreaterithen at K2 ptefent can tbe cotuput» 


CC. | | dt T ” 
This Dreadful fire began on Saturday the 29th. of 
April laſt palt , about ren of the Clock inthe morn-' 
ing , when moſt of the Inhabitants were gone to 
Cambriege-Market,ſo that whatever aſsiſtance of rev 
lief rhey might otherwiſe have hoped for, rhey Were 
urterly deprived of almoſt any other then their tears, 
and prayers 5 And though many poor wrercheFtrave 
been apt tothinkthar- had' they had.more help, they 
might have prevented, or ar leaſt have abared irs fury, 
yet when providence is pleayd-rv' ordain ir ſhall be 
thus, Fisin vain for poor ſWortals ro fancy ie might 
have been: otherwife, . Not bur thac I think we are o- 
bligedto take all immaginable care to prevent ſuch 
diſaſters, and te uſe the urmoſt of our endeavours ts 
ſuppreſs this common enemy of mankind ,: but I ſay, 
when all this will not do, 'tis then but a fooliſh Re- 
rroſpeRion either todlanic the perfon through whoſe 
negligence or misfortune the calamity came, or'ro ſay 

if it had been ſo it had never been-as it' is, * * © 
I have made this ſhort derivarion from the ftory 1n 
behalf of the perſon who was the ughappy occaſion, 
"> of 
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6r rarhet Inſtrutnetit oft unfortunate accident,be< 
cauſe I know people that ſuffer in any general calmity 
arc exceedingly aptroblame ſuch as areany way con- 
cern'din'the cauſe, thoughthey are more than: equal 
{ufferers iti the effe&, which is:(ifnoranunjuſt) Iam 
ſure a very iniprudent accriminatioa:the perſon I zim 
ar is a Farmers Wife of Cottenbam, well ſtricken in 
years, of wtidm I(hall nor attempt to give a Cha» 
racer becauſe ir may ſeem altogether impertinent to 
my purpoſe z kr ir ſuffice-that whatſoever miſchief 
ſhe wete the octafion- of; the ſequel-of the ſtory will 
m#ke ir appcar ſhe did it not with a-miſchievous de- 
{izn, bur meerly chrough misfortune or-inadvertency, 
for having newly baked,(herook ſome of cheembers, 
imagining they had been ott, and carried them * into 
the back-fide ina {cnetle;and rhere' threw chem down 
with the ſcuttle over ther, near to a*Rack: of: courſe 
ſedge, which they uſe tm that Countrey to! hear O- 
vens, and upon ſeveral other occaſions; they call it by 
the tame of a Staif-Reek an (1 know: nor how)the 
<mbers coming into the freſh virzie feams they began 
to glow, and to lay hold of ſome ſcattering; ftraw:or 
other combuſtible matter nearat handzaud lo by/de- 
grees tOtreep to the Reek , which being loole and 
-very dry, waS immediately blownup into a fierce and 
violet lame: Thi: preſently alargy'd the» Neigh- 
boars, who immediately ran and bled: theic:.urmoſt 
-endeavours to extinguith it in-irs/infancy ,* knowing 
how tyrannical a Maiter Fire is , when onceit ceaſes 
to be a ſervant; Bur in ſpighr of 'their-moſt. careful 
and induſtrious endeavours, in a-very. ſhoe timetir 
_ conſum'd 
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conſumed nor onely the Reek where ir begun but 
all the Our-houſes, Barns, Stables, and lling- 
Houſe of the ſaid Farmer B, and that with ſo 
fury (the wind blowing pretty freſh) that great flakes 
of flaming ſtraw were carried into the Aair , 'and 
carried more then a furlong from the place, 

ThisFarmers houſe ood almoſt at the entrance 
of the Town , at a place they call Greez-end, (o 
the next houſe remaining entire, the people were 
in hopes it would have ended there z bur one of the 
Flakes it ſeems was blown over the next houſe, and 
leaving it anding , as & remarkable fignal of Gods 
mercy, took fire of the next beyond it , and (o with- 
out ſtop cr ſtay vvent raging on vvith all i ina- 
ble fury, on both ſides of the ſtreer, and in ſpight of 
Engines or any other aſiſtance » bura'd dovvn the 
vvhole fireer as far as the Church , beforethree a 
Clock in the Afternoon, vvhich is in diſtance of 
Ground neer three quarters of a Mile , there bei 
more than a hundred dvvelling houſes , beſides Out- 
houſes, Corn,. Hay, Tuff, &c. conſumed in that 
ſhort time, 

Near the Church ſtands the houſe of as eminent 
Door tn divinity,vvhoſe Barns, Stables, 8c. vvere 
all burn'd, yer his dwelling houſe ſaved;bnr a fervant 
of his returning into a houſe that vvas a fire, vvas un- 
happily ſurprized, the root falling in, and ſcorched in 
ſo miſerable a manner that if he be not already dead, 
It ſeems in humane conjeRture an impolsib]c thing he 
ſhould recover : vyhich is the onely man, I hear of, 
thar ſuffered by the fire as to his perſon ; there vvas 
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at the firſt a difcourſe ot wo Children that were 
burned to aſhes, þur upcn examinat:on I cannot find 
that there was any thing of truth, or ground for that 


report , nevertheleſs ar the titne of my leaving the 


Town(which was bur on Saturday-night)-ic was im- 


poſsible to hear of all the miſchiet rhac this ſad and - 


implacable enemy had wrought there, for the people 
were ful of complaines when they milled their chil 
dren or Relations , fearing they might be Burned in- 
thoſe mercileſs flames , with which chey ſometimes 
ſo encompaſſed,rhar the moſt wary could hardly find. 
a way to efcape, 

And now having given youthis fhofrand true Re- 
lation of ſo ſad ae accident, I hope thoſe ro whuſe 
hands it ſhall come , will not be contented barely to 
gratifie their curioſities in a curſery peruſal of it, be- 
cauſe (forſooth) i is a ſtrange ſtory ; This is an un- 


manly and uncharirable employment for thethoughes. 


of any perſon thar is ſerious or good , and looks as if 
a man took a kind of delight in novelty , though the 
Subje& were never ſo Tragical;andiruly I (ſhould be 
v«ry ſorry (as much Pamphler as this is) that ever ir 
ſhould come into {uch a hand, For I look upon every 
perton that reads this(tory to be ſo far concerned in 
it, a to bleſs God rhar has ſpared him a competency 
of Temporal Blef-ings, and ro commiſerare thoſe 
poor ſouls upon whom this judgement is fallen,reſol- 
ving hereafrer (if there ſhould be any occafion) to 
contribute ſomerhing to the reparation of their loſſes, 
or at leaſt, ro pay them the juſt eribure of com- 


. palsion, 
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-:Andas for thoſe that 1) been ſufferers, by this or 
any ſuch like Calamity (Gf I mightbe thought wortl 
ro adyiſe them) methinks they would do well to bear 
theirafflitions with patienceyand acquicke inthe'@{+ 
penſations of Gods providence, withaiit vw 
vr repining 8 the ipſtrument, and look oh themſe 
as the Authors of their own misfortunes;had not they 
| ſin'd doubtleſs Ged had nor puniſh'd them; therefore 
4 ler ho man ſay I am injured , bur follow his employ= -- $+ 
41 mentchearfully, and doubtleſs God will either raiſe " 
his fortunes to his mind, or humble hig mind to' his 
condition which is knows by every one that enjoys it 
ro be the greateſt of worldly bleſlings. 


